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Human Rights: the Mayas of Guatemala 



Grade: 1 1 to Adult 

This unit would be appropriate for Spanish or 
social studies classes. 



Objectives: 

The student will 

—gain a basic understanding of the history of Mayan human 
rights in Guatemala 

—understand something about the present situation in 
Guatemala 

—acquire an empathy for immigrants to the U.S. from Latin 
America and elsewhere. 

—realize that people around the world are still fighting and 
dying for the rights we. often take for granted 
—begin to understand that language plays a more important 
part in one’s life than people realize. 

—try to relate their newfound understanding of the Maya’s 
situation to that of the minority group(s) of their own 
locale. 

Strategies and Materials: 

This unit will be carried out using a variety of media and teach- 
ing techniques. Students will read and discuss background 
information, they will view a film as well as teacher-generated 
slides, they will listen to tapes and view written samples of 
Mayan languages, they will translate, from Spanish to English, 
part of a children’s book about indigenous human rights 
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Human Rights: The Mayas of Guatemala 

I. Students will read the introductory chapter to the book 
Unfinished Conquest. The Guatemalan Tragedy by Victor 
Perera. (copy attached) 

Study Questions and Vocabulary: (Answers may be written out 
or discussed orally, or both) 

1 . In what specific fields of knowledge did the Mayas have an 
especially advanced civilization? 

2. What happened to hundreds of Mayan books? Why? 

3. What is the Popol Vuh? 

4. Where did the Mayas go after they abandoned their earlier 
sites? 

5. How many Mayan linguistic communities exist today? 

6. Whose name has become “synonymous with the bloodiest 
chapter in the Conquest of the Americas?” Why? 

7. How did Alvarado exploit the Mayan groups to conquer 
them? 



8. What did the Mayas believe when the saw the Spaniards on 
horseback? 

9. What group of Mayas mounted the earliest form of guerilla 
warfare against the Spaniards? What was one of their 
techniques? 

10. More Mayas died from disease than from warfare, 
according to the author and others. What were some of the 
diseases brought to the New World by the Europeans? 

1 1 . What social hierarchy was established in Guatemala that 
still exists today? 

12. How have the Mayas maintained many of their ancient 
beliefs and customs? 

13. In 1 54 1 , the Guatemalan capital was moved to what city? 

14. What were three characteristics of the colonial era that still 
persist today? 

1 5. How was labor provided once the land was divided into 
haciendas ? 

1 6. Who was instrumental in the abolition of the encomiendas ? 
What was his attitude toward the indigenous peoples? 

1 7. Describe reparti miento . which replaced the system of 
encomiendas . 



1 8. What was the effect of congregation ? 



19. “The large landowners of Guatemala represent less than 

percent of Guatemala’s population but control over 

percent of the arable land.” 

20. What activity “is at the heart of the Maya’s conception of 
himself?” 

2 1 . What were the results of Justo Rufino Barrios’ abolishment 
of hundreds of Mayan land titles in the 1870’s? 

22. What did the vagrancy laws of 1934 require? 

23. What are the first, second and potential third chapters of the 
conquest of Guatemala’s indigenous population, according 
to the author? 

24. What has been the cost in lives of the war in Guatemala that 
began in the early 60 ’s? 

25. The outcome of the war might have been different if the 
three main guerilla organizations had been able to do what? 

26. What were the first real signs of peace in Guatemala? 

27. What is one result of the war as far as land is concerned? 

28. What has been a surprising religious outcome of the war? 
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29. Who is Rigoberta Menchu? 

30. What is the proper terminology to refer to indigenous 
people? 



Vocabulary - Find the meaning for the following Spanish terms 
in the reading: 



1. altiplano 

2. criollo 

3. ladino 

4. caciques 

5. principals 

6. costumbre 

7. coffadia 

8. haciendas 

hacendados 

9. encomiendas 

encomendero 



10. repartimiento 

11. congregation 

12. latifundistas 

13. milpas 

14. desaparecer 
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II. Students will read and discuss the Introduction (pages x-xvii) 

and Chapters IV and VII of L Rigoberta Menchu . (copy 

attached) 

Discussion Questions: 

Introduction (p p. x-xvii} 

1 . What does the author mean when she says that Rigoberta 
Menchu “speaks for all the Indians of the American 
continent”? 

2. Discuss the importance of language to Rigoberta’s people 
and to Rigoberta herself. 

3. What is Rigoberta Menchu fighting for? 

4. What are the staple foods of Guatemala? How did food form 
a bond between the author and Rigoberta? 

5. Discuss the irony of the following statements: “The ladinos 
have adopted many features of the indigenous culture . . . 
They inevitably use the native cultures of Latin America to 
proclaim their otherness and have aways tended to adopt the 
great monuments of the Aztec, Mayan and Incan pre- 
columbian civilizations as their own, without ever 
establishing any connection between the splendors of the 
past and the poor exploited Indians they despise and treat as 
slaves.” 

(View travel brochures and ads to illustrate the point) 

(copies attached) 



Chapter IV “First Visit to the Finca. Life in the Finca” 
(pp. 21-27) 



1 . Describe Rigoberta’s first memories of traveling to the finca. 

2. Who are the caporales ? What is their position? 

3. Describe how the workers are fed. 

4. How does the cantina operate? 

5. How do the overseers cheat the workers to make more 
money? 

6. Explain how Rigoberta and her people “voted/’ 



Chanter VII “Death of Her Little Brother in the Finca. 

Difficulty of Communicating with Other Indians” 
(pp. 38-42) 

1 . What problems did Rigoberta’s mother encounter in burying 
her brother’s body? What was the result? 

2. How did the community help them? 

3. How did language compound the problems the workers 
faced? 

4. How do the overseers rob the workers of their rightful pay? 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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cakchiquel, mam y kekchi, son hablados por 
: varias comunidades indigenes. En casi todas 
las areas turisticas, la mayoria de hoteles y 
. algunos restaurantes se habla ingles. 



pais produce y exporta azucar, bananos, frutas, 
vegetales, flores y cardamomo. 



D 



emcqralia 



k 






I Guatemala cuenta aproximadamente con 10 
’ miilones de habitantes. Un alto porcentaje 
pertenece a ios 21 grupos mayas que aun 
j ccnservan el paTrimonio cultural legadopor sus 
; ancestros. mienTras que Ios habitantes de (a costa 
: Caribe recueraan sus raices afrocaribenas. 



Adicionalmente, Guatemala ha desanrollado 
fuertes industrias dedicadas a la maquila de 
ropa v productos eledronicos, asi como a la 
manufacture de muebles y de productos enlatodos 
y su industria petrolera esta creciendo 
rapidamente. 



De Compras . 

Guatemala es un buen lugar para 
comprar textiles, madera tallada 
plata, joyeria de jade y muchas otras 
artesanias. Los productos de mayor 
demanda son las coloridas telas 
tejidas a mono. Muchos poblaaos. 
como Chinautla, San Luis Jilotepeque 
y Rabinal, producen bellos y barafos 
objetos ceramicos. El Mercado 
Central en la ciudad de Guatemaic 
y el Mercado de Artesanias, cerca 
del aeropuerto, ofrecen una amplia 
seleccion de artesanias. Aigunas 
boutiques ofrecen ropg con disenos 
contemporaneos, adomada .con 
motivos indigenas tradicionales. 
Mercaderia producida localmente. 
de alta calidad y marcas de 
renombre intemacional pueden 
conseguirse en muchas tiendas. 
incluyendo las del Centro Comercial Los 
Proceres, Galenas La-Pradefa, Plaza Cemaco 
y Geminis 10, localizados en la Zona 10 de 
la ciudad, y en Peri-Roosevelt. 



Comunicaciones 
Servicio Postal 



r j 



uien 



Transpopie 

Los buses urbanos y rurales le llevaran a 
cualquier lugar que desee ir. Para necesidades 
especiales, existe alquiler de automoviles, 
buses, taxis, aviones y barcos. 



q Oervicio Postal 
TELGUA, la empresa de telecomunicaciones 



guatemalteca ofrece servicio de telegrafo, telex, 
fax y llamadas intemacionales, con un horario 
de 08:00 a 1 9:00 horas. 



Las oficinas postales o de correo en todo el 
pais estan abiertas de 09:00 a 17:30 horas. 






Lc Constirucion guatemalteca garantiza 
: iic 9 r !ca de culro. La religion prevaleciente 
j es :a ccroiicc romana, pero existe una cierta 
renaencic hacia el cristianismo evangelico. 
Aicunas comunidades' indigenas aun 
; S J oracrican una combinacion de catolicismo 
zor> nIOS precolombinos. 



Get 



H?rnc 



Lc Republica de Guatemala es una 
aemocracia cuyo gobierno se encuentra 



c viaido en tres organismos. ei Legislative, 
e* Eiecunvo y ei Judicial. Esta dividida en 
22 subdivisiones administrative* llamadas 
ceoarramentos. Ios cuales. a su vez. estan 
i-jcaividiaos en mumcipios. 



.ccnomia 



E; care es el principal producto de la economic, 
aero ei turismo. en Ios ultimos anos, se ha 
:cr.venido en ei recurso con ei segunao lugar 
c;e imoorrancia para captar divisas exrranjeras. 



* De cuciquier manera, la agriculture es un 
component importante de fa economic. El 
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RPST copy available 




snga un encuentro cara a cara con una 
j pra antigua que aun conserva sus 
2 umbres y tradiciones ancestrales. Mas 
e 2C grupos etnicos indigenas de 
Guatemala le permitiran descubrir y 
n . javillarse con tradiciones y valores 
e aidos en nuestra cultura moderna. 



\ercados coloridos, la pompa y el esplendor 
e bs procesiones de Semana Santa, las 
ic Jnificas alfombras de aserrin y fiores que 
)rman parte de ella, las muchas 
e^eraciones pasadas de generacion en 
e sracion y la magia, el carisma y la 
jialicad de la gente guatemalteca, 
sguramente tocaran su corazon. 
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Art 



esamas 



<fe E 



nsueno 



3 explosion de color v la amplia seleccion de artesanias 
oducidas en Guatemala es asombrosa! 

s mercados rebosan con genuinas obras de arte con disenos 
tecnicas transmitidas de generacion en generacion. 

WWV/.f fOV r iJ- ; 



Madera, jade, textiles, barro y metales preciosos son moldeados 
por las manos de los mayas contemporaneos, quienes continuan 
con las tradiciones de sus creativos ancestros. 



Ven 



iga y aprenda el arte del "regateo" en nuestros mercados 
dquierg^bellos^objetos artesanales a precios increibles. 
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1 ...that you 
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. u d\yA 1, f : As far as your imagination takes you. 

* Any type of delivery, anywhere in the world. 




WORLDWIDE EX PRESS 
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YOUR NAME IN GOOD HANDS. ; 'G 

■- '* ‘‘ ; '• •■ ■"' • .'<■ '-h^rdf* V:';. •• •.•.* V?-- 

Ay. 2-42. Zona 9. Phones: Customer Service: PBX: (502) 332*3023. Administration: (502) 334-3038. Fax: (502) 334-7639.!^ 
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Pstruduras Meialicas. Puerfas, 
Porlones. Balcones. Barandas, 
Vidrieras. Lamparas. Paroles. 
Candelauros. Maceleros, Roselos, 
Tachones . Bisagras. Goznes y 
lodo lo concermenie al ramo 
ae Hierro forjado. 



Francisco Vielman Figueroa 
Calle Real de Jocotenango 
ii 2 0 Sacatepequez 




O First Ciass Service O t dl>U- iA 
O Telephone & Ki>: o hrepiact* 

O Indoor l'arksr.;j 0 R” OIT1 >mice 

O Private Bath 0 

O Hot Water---! nrs ° Atiorriablv Rates 

Credit Cards Accepted 
Free Continental Breakfast 
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Professional Cultural 
Tourism and Publications 
for Antigua Guatemala 
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Sne can oe nearo a: nign:. crying anc 
-oarmg ove r ne r cn:;c. Many momers 
.•.am cnnoren no: to oia\ in r tvers o r near 
c-nas acne oecajse "La Lc r ona : s sam :c 
^ cr ac unwary cm:c r er. 



zs r e : * n." - a*~o ; z ■■ 

ocasrs - s r er. ernes: :.: : z.-. 

La Si^uanaba 

j • 
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Sic zanaoa oecause sne ~as : 
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CAFE CONDESA 

■Homemade Delectables 

Omelette's. Pancakes. French Toast. Quiche. 
Soups. Salads. Cakes. Muffins. Pies. 
Expresso & Cappuchino 
Sunday Brunch 10 a.m. * 2 p.m. 

■'■-a Sea-jii’ui Coiomai House and garden on the west side of * 
Central Park, inside Casa de Conde 
3.rr. v 7 f D.m..daity Tef.V832-p.17p MCA/ISA,-- 

* i* • r ■ L *, • t'y ■ ’*'*. . - , v . • 

.VISIT OUR CAFE CbKlDESA EXPRESSES 1 
. EL PORTAL* EL JAULON* JADES. S. A. 

;/ The best way “TO GO’ 

sCaoDucn»no.« ■Slushes ’* Sodas •- Muff msTQroissants ‘ Donuts . 
7.., < - 6:45 am' to. 7 :4 5;p‘ : m ,“da[ly .* *-«■' • 



■ ’ V-? r ’if ‘ Si - 

. L; L - , i 




Tti: SINGE.1987 



/ Open^^ays^alvyeek 

V?9:00 a.mF- €:d0 pim. 



' • Women’s Clothing - ; V 

• Fabric-by-the-yard. 

• Placemats & Napkins \ 

.. • Ceramics & Pottery j 

•Gift Items . . ■ : 

^Jewelry . ... V. . y y J ... : 
^ •^Handbloyim;Glass^ . - . j 

^’/•;Carved & 

■ Painted ■Woo.d^^. ■ ": f j 



,..V3r 



A^;LNo.7 >; AntlgUa • • Te!.: 832-3684 • Fax:;832i3690^;- 
* n(Lblock north'of the Cathedral, walking away from tlie>yolcano) 

‘ *' " w 1 . . "-g-ii -T^rs .T rrvrT-P LJ ' 








Corot^-Share with 
very pkanfitf and cotopkri Hivt i Mu ngnL 
Q^Joy tbe mtific erf La Sin Ventum HoteL 



Casa be Aries 



La Sin 
1 Vc>itvirA 



Single i 
Double i 
Triple i 
.Junior Sufle 

in the beat of Antigua we offer you tbe 
bestof typical and totemarionai (ooct_;: 



. lnow csfe ber you can eo>oy any . 

drink and the! 
- beat ooC fta t xsa oi Anrigua'a highlands^ , 




t /Specializing, in . >- v 

Traditional Indigenous: weavings 

/ ^Jewelry - Folk Art^ ( * ^ ' 

- Textiles - Pottery 

- Ceremonial Masks;-;. Musical Instruments 

- Jewelry - Wooden Figurines 

" For the discerning shopper” 

4a. Avenida Sur No.11. Antigua • Tel/Fax: (502) 832*0792 
(Just three blocks south of the Park) 

Internet ; www.mfoguate.com/casadeartes 
E-maif: hermesmt&auate.net 
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ncient Treasures 

The Lost World. Discover among the thick 
tropical forests of El Peten, the legacy of the Maya 
civilization: temples and palaces, covered through 
centuries bv jungle growth, today appear before; 
vour eves in the foremost archaeological area of: 
the .Americas. 



Tikal, Quirigua, Yaxha, Ceibal, Mixco Viejo, Abaj 
Takalik, names as exotic as the Maya cities or the 
toucans and spider monkeys which guard the -*| 
secrets learned from the stars and the gods ^ 



One of the most wonderful things about. 
Guatemala is that you can live in the past and the ' I 
present at the same time. Our Jiving cultures I 
practice their ancient beliefs like their ancestors. ’ 



did. just in front of your eyes, every single dav, 
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III. Students will view and discuss the film “El Norte.” This 
film was recently re-released for general viewing. (See attached 
information) 

Things to consider as students watch the film: 

1 . Where does the story begin? 

2. When Enrique follows his father, his father speaks to him 
about the native people’s situation in Guatemala. His words 
are very important. What does he say? 

3. Why are the workers killed? 

4. Notice the use of the family’s native language. 

5. Notice that there are some differences in the Spanish you 
hear in the film vs. the Spanish you have learned in class 
(i.e. the use of yqs. instead of hi as well as a difference in the 
informal command forms). 

6. Notice the symbolism in the film: 

a. round things (make a list) 

b. spider caught in web 

c. mother’s necklace 

d. doors 

e. native flute music 

f. Rosa changing clothes before the journey 

g. fish in the basket 

h. father’s hat 



What others can you find? 

How do these symbols add meaning to the story? 

7. What compromises do Rosa and Enrique make to survive 
in the outside world? (Rosa resorts to stealing, they sell 
their mother’s necklace, Enrique works as a waiter and 
becomes “Ricky,” Enrique considers leaving Rosa to work 
in Chicago.) 

8. Define: coyote 

La Migra 
pisto - lana 
pocho 
chicano 

9. Contrast expectations vs. reality in the film. 

10. Contrast Rosa and Enrique’s life in Guatemala vs. that 

in “El Norte,” both positive and negative aspects of each. 

1 1 . Rosa and Enrique do encounter kindness in some of the 
people they meet. What are some examples? (their coyote, 
Nacha, Mrs. Rogers, the doctor, even Moctezuma to some 
extent) 

1 2. Notice the importance of language in the film. 

(Rosa and Enrique are bilingual, they escape from the 
border patrol by using a language ploy, Enrique gets 
promoted because he learns English quickly, Rosa needs 
Nacha to communicate for her at the hospital.) 



1 3. Nacha tells Enrique, “Rosa se puede morir, pero tu, ya 
estas muerto.” (Rosa may die, but you are already dead!” 
What does she mean? 

1 4. Discuss what Rosa means when she says “No hay lugar para 
nosotros.” (There’s no place for us.) 

1 5. What is the significance of Enrique’s situation at the end 

of the film.? (Recall his father’s speech at the beginning of 
the film about “strong arms.” And notice that he puts on 
his father’s hat.) 

1 6. Discuss the meaning of all the circular symbols in the film 
after viewing the ending. 

1 7. Have your attitudes toward minorities and/or immigrants 
changed as a result of seeing this film? In what way? 
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artisan entertainment acquires domestic 

RIGHTS TO CLASSIC AMERICAN INDEPENDENT FILM, 

EL NORTE 

Landmark Film To Be Screened at Sundance With Plans for Fall '99 Re-Release 

Sundance Festival: Park Cit\. UT (January 24.1999) — Artisan Entertainmcnl has acquired 
nil domestic rights to the 1984 Oscar-nominated American independent classic El None. 

The film, which Artisan plans to release this Fall, was written by Gregory Nava and Anna 
! Thomas and was produced by Thomas and directed by Nava. The movie — which received 

enormous critical acclaim when first released — was originally distributed by Cinccom 
International, and the acquisition of El Norte reunites the film with Artisan Entertainment 
President Amir Malin. who was the President and CEO of Cinecom during the film's 
original release. A special screening of El Norte will be presented at this year’s Sundance 
Film Festhal on Sunday. January 24. 

! 

1 Witli accolades that ranged from being hailed as a masterpiece to being called "the first epic 

m the history of American independents." El Norte played for over one year in New York 
and Los Angeles during its initial theatrical run. The film depicts the heroic talc of Rosa 
and Enrique, a brother and sister w hose parents were killed in a war. as they endure a 
treacherous journc) to reach the American border and begin a new life in "El Norte." the 
! nued States. Notably. El Norte’s gripping story led to it being the first the American 
independent film to receive an Oscar nomination (for Best Original Screenplay). More'. 

The Artisan theatrical rc-relcasc will be earmarked primarily toward a Latino audience, a 
demographic largch untapped during the original release of the film. In addition. Artisan 
pian> to re-release a state-of-the-art version of El Norte for the home video and DVD 
markets The company's dedication to Latino audiences had been illustrated earlier with the 
company s acquisition of Alejandro Amcnabar’s psychological thriller Open Your Eyes, 
starring Pent lope Cm/ and Eduardo Noriega II. as well as.Wim Wenders' upcoming concert 
documentary . The Buena Vista Social Club. Wenders! film chronicles the -friendship of the 
some ol' the greatest names in the history of Cuban music music from the 30's and 40's and 
i then recent celebrated sell-out concerts in Amsterdam and New York's Carnegie Hall in the 

Spring of I ws. 

’The life that El Norte has had. and the way the film has continued to move people over the 
i wars is \en gratifying to me and Anna." said Nava. "Unfortunately the situation depicted 

in El None has only gotten w orse over the years and so in a way the story of Rosa and 
Enrique i^ more topical today then when it was first released. Anna and I are excited that a 
w hole new generation of llinigoers will have a chance to see El Norte on the big screen." "In 
an era where the Latino population and language are so much a part of U.S. culture. El 
None is more relevant than ever." said Malin. "We are proud to have acquired these rights 
and believe that the triumph and hope that is portrayed in the film will resonate to audiences 
of all ethnic backgrounds. Personally. I am happy to be in business again with Greg and 
Aima." 



In addition to ns Oscar nomination. E! Norte was named to the U.S. Library of Congress 






http://www. 




artisanent.com/html/corn/pre/pr012499b.html 
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National Revisin' of Culturally Significant Filins in 1995. 



Ollier top honors include: 

Winner of the 19X4 Grand Prix des Aincriqucs Award at the Montreal Film Festival 

Writers Guild of America nomination. Best Original Screcnpla> 

t unites Film Festival. Official Selection 

Imagen Foundation. Imagen Award for Best Feature Film 

llueKa Film Festival. Colon dcOro 

Fhe FI Vale acquisition was brokered on behalf of Gregor) Sava and Anna Thomas hv 
Ken Kamms of 1CM and by Amir Malm and Jeremv Barber on behalf of Artisan 
Fnteriammem 

Artisan Entertainment Inc., is a diversified entertainment compam that specializes m t he 
de\ eiopmeiii. production, acquisition, marketing and world-wide distribution ofqtialiiv 
leatiue-lengih motion pictures. The company is comprised of four key groups: Arnsan 
Pictures Inc.. Artisan Home Entertainment Inc.. Artisan Telev ision and Artisan 
International Artisan Entertainment Inc. controls a librarv of more than <>.3oo titles which 
include t lie recent!) added the Spelling Entertainment Group catalogue of films and 
Terminator 2. Judgment Day. Reservoir Dogs. Dim Dancing. Total Recall. The Piano and 
the suecesstul Rambo series of films, as well as a librarv of widely recognized children’s 
programming under the Family Home Entertainment brand. The company maintains offices 
in Los Angeles. New York and Dallas. 



OWMi Artisan Pictures liu. All rij'iii' 
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Filmmakers, producers. .. Sell Yo ur Video s on Amazon.com 
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El Norte (i? 83 ) 



RGEFUlCKEjj 



Directed by 

Gregors’ Nava 

Writing credits 

Gregory. Nava 
Anna Thomas (I) 



Page 1 of 16 
Buy Related: 



I idco ( ! HS) 
DVDs 

Soundtracks 

Books 

Auctions 

)S 



amazon.com 



Genre: Drama (more) 

User Ratin g: x. x > x X X 
(Vote Here) 



7.5/10 (191 votes) 



Plot Summary: Mayan Indian peasants, tired of being thought of as 
nothing more than ... (more) 

User Comments: THE BEST MOVIE MADE (mo re) 

Cast overview: 

Zaide Silvia Gutierrez .... Rosa Xuncax 



David Yillaipando 
Ernesto Gomez Cruz 
Lupe Ontiveros 
Trinidad Silva 
Alicia del Lago 
Abel Franco 
Enrique Castillo 
Tony Plana 
Diane Civita 
Mike Gomez (I.) 



... Enrique Xuncax 

... Arturo Xuncax 

... Nacha 

... Mocte 

... Lupe Xuncax 

... Raimundo 

... Jorge 

... Carlos 

... Alice Harper 

... Jaime 



res t of ca st I ist ed alphabetically 

Semi Dauliana .... Olinto 



C tt p://us.imdb.com/Title?0085482 
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You need to be a registered 
user of the lMDb to rate a 
movie 



•I have seen this movie 



and would like to submit a 
comment 




Stand Out 

Critical and popular 
favorite American Beauty 
stood out at this year's 
Golden Globes as the 
only film to win in mutiple 
categories. Be sure to 
check out the Official 
American Beauty Web 
Site, where you’ll find a 
large library of photos, 
complete cast info, 
including interviews, and 
even e-cards with images 
from the film. 




Giuseppe Furia 
Pado Hende 
Christina Kokubo 
George O'Hanlon 
Sabin a V annucchi 
Eracljo. Zepeda 




.... Requiem 
.... Dilvo 

.... English teacher 

.... Rosa 
.... Pedro 



Runtime: USA 139 
Country: USA 

Language: Spanish / English 
Color: Color 

Certification: USA: R / UK: I 5 



User Comments: 



Paul. A. Cook ( 1 ajpablito.com ) 

Long Beach, California 

Date: 1 1 December 1 998 
Summary: THE BEST MOVIE MADE 

This film portrays the plight of 2 illegal immigrants, as 
they flee to the U.S. from Guatemala. But this movie is 
much, MUCH more than that. It cuts through all the 
stereotypes and attitudes the socially and economically 
privileged harbor against the foreigner. You need not 
know English or Spanish to understand this movie, 
because you feel everything so completely through the two 
main characters. 

Anyone with any heart at all will enjoy this movie. With 
typical latin fatalism, this movie illustrates how people 
must sometimes bear the unbearable, because they have no 
other choice. 

Check for other user comments. 

I've seen this movie and would like to comment on it 



Message Boards 

Discuss this movie with other users on 

IMDb message board for F.1 Norte ( 1983) 

Recommendations 

If you like this title, we also recommend... 



Platoon ( 1 980 1 
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vjonpi 

Soundtrack 

Top DVDs 40% Off 

Get up to 40% off on the 
, 0 p 100 DVDs at 
Amazon.com including 
such hits as The Sixth 
Sense, Tarzan, Three 
Kings, American Pie and 
Eyes WideShut. 




Top 100 VHS 



Show more recommendations 



Add a recommendation 

Email this page to a friend 

(Emal this page to a friend S) 



Update Information 

Errors and omissions on this page may be reported to the IMDb 
database managers by pressing the button below where they will 
be examined and, if accepted, included in a future update. 



( Update 




Home | Search | Hot | News | Features | Games [Boards | Shop | Hejp_& Guide | US.Mpvie Sh owtim es | Top 250 | 
Personalize | Recommendations | Box. Office | Index | Trailers | New Releases | In production 

Copyright © 1990-2000 Th e In tern et Movie D atabase Ltd 
T erms under which this service is provided to you. 

An 3ni3Z0n.C0m company. 




Filmmakers. Producers... Sell Your Videos on Amazon.com 
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IV. Students will divide up into pairs or small groups to 
translate, from Spanish to English, short passages from the 
children’s picture book entitled “Nosotros y Nosotras Tambien 
Tenemos Derechos.” ( “We Have Rights. Too") (copy attached) 
Then, students will reunite as a class to share what they have 
translated in the order presented in the book. If there is time, 
they might want to color the pages they translated. (Even high 
school students still like to color!) 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 





Universidad Rafael Landivar 
Instituto de Linguistic a y Educacion 



Autor: Luis Javier Crisostomo 
Ilustradora: Mayra Fong Rodriguez 
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Titulo original: 

EX HE' QOKLENA AWOYA Q'A EX AWOYA TXIN 
© 1998, Universidad Rafael Lanaivar, Insfiluro ae Linguisfica. 



y 

eif 

Coleccidn: 

I Serie: 

i Area: 

Director de ia coleccion: 

Autor: 

i Traducror a: casrellano: 

ilustradora 
Diaaramaaor: 

i Correctora ae ortografia y revisora de estilo: 



Materiales Educativos, No, 128 
Castellano, No. 34 
Estudios Sociales, No. 2 
Manuel Salazar Tetzaguic 
Luis Javier Crisostomo 
Luis Javier Crisostomo 
Mayra Fong Rodriguez 
Carlos Rafael Figueroa 
Ingrid L. Estrada C. 



© Universidad Rafael Landivar, Instituto de Linguisticc y Eaucacidn. 1999. 
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Presentacion 



En el ambiente guatemalte.co de hoy, mucho se habla de . ' 
los derechos humanos, especialmente de ios derechos de 
los ninos y ninas. 

Nosotros y nosotras tambien tenemos derechos, es un 
pequeno libro de lectura dirigido a estudiantes de la escuela 
primaria bilingue, cuyo objetivo es lograr que el niho y la nina 
se vayan enterando de sus derechos a traves de lecturas 
sencillas y faciles de comprender y, al mismo tiempo, 
despertar el interes por la lectura y la escritura en su lengua 
materna. 

Este libro se caracteriza por presentar textcs sencillos, lexico 
conocido y un contenido que se refiere a cada uno de los 
derechos y algunos de los deberes de los ninos y las ninas. 

Se sugiere que el uso de este libro se complemente con 
lecturas individuates, lecturas en grupo, que sirvan como 
referenda para dialogos y reuniones con padres de familia 
y maestros. 

Tambien puede estar este libro de lectura en la biblioteca 
del aula para que los ninos y ninas lo utilicen de manera libre. 
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Todos los ninos y ninas tenemos derechos. 




Tenemos derecho a la vida. 

Por eso, la vida de nosotros y nosotras 
debe ser protegida. 
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Tenemos derecho a tener un nombre. 
Cuando papa y mama seleccionen nuestro nombre, 
deben inscribirnos en el Registro Civil. 

Puede ser un nombre maya o cualauier otro. 




i 

i 
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Yo me Ajpw 

M 



Yo me Uamo \ 

Jose. Mo et> J 

notvNbre maya> ' 

X<«h>W A 

e6 norv\b<ne maycw 
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" 'Tenemos derecho a tener una nacionalidad. 
NacI en la comunidad linguTstica Mam; 
por eso, soy parte del pueblo maya. 

Los mayas son parte de Guatemala; 
por eso soy guatemafteco. 










. ■. Tenemos derecho a vivir en un lugar sano, 
donde haya arboles, 
donde todo sea alegrfa. 







■SsgSg'. 
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No podemos vivir 
donde haya mucha basura ni 
donde haya mucho ruido. 






Tenemos derecho a conocer y pra.cticar: 
las artes de nuestro pueblo, 
las costumbres, 

los trabajos de nuestro pueblo. 
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Tenemos derecho a ser iguaies: 
Los ninos y ninas garffunas, 
los ninos y ninas ladinos, 
los ninos y ninas mayas, 
los ninos y ninas xinkas. 




«0LI HT 



Tenemos derecho a la salud. 

No debemos permitir que la enfermedad nos invada. 

Y si nos enfermamos, 
que nos lleven al Centro de Salud. 




„ •. Tenemos derecho a alimentarnos bien, y 
si estamos desnutridos, nos deben alimentar. 

Debemos comer varias closes de verduras. 

Debemos comer granos: frijol arroz, maiz... 
buen maiz para hacer ricas tortillas. 

Tambien debemos comer frutas: duraznos, manzanas, naranjas, etc. 







En la escuela bilingue, 

debemos practicar el apoyo mutuo y la participacion 









Podemos jugar en la casa con nliestros hermanos 
y en la escuela con nuestros companeros. 

A traves del juego, aprendemos a compartir 
y a respetarnos unos a clips. 
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Tenemos derecho a conocer nuestra comunidad Mam: 

^Cuantos hablan Mam? 

^Cual es su territorio? 

<i,Que artes tiene? 

<i,Cudles son sus costumbres? 









■.. ;■• ?V*» 
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' Tenemos derecho Q conocer Guatemala. 

su territorio, 
su flora y su fauna, 
su produccion, 
sus pueblos y sus habitantes. 




I 




Tenemos derecho a conocer la historio 
tanto la de la comunidad Mam como’ 
la de los ladinos, los garifunas y los xinkas 








Tambien nosotros, los ninos y las ninas especiales, 
tenemos nuestros derechos. 

Somos especiales los ninos y las ninas 
que no podemos ver, 
que no podemos hablqr, 
que no podemos cominar. 

Somos especiales, pero podemos 
ir a la escuela y ayudar 

a nuestros padres en muchas tareas del hogar. 











Nos deben proteger contra las drogas y la violencia: 
el cigarro nos afecta la salud; 
si nos pegan, nos entristecemos; 
si nos discriminaa no participamos; 
si hay pleitos en casa, no crecemos felices ni sanos. 
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Tenemos derecho a que nos atiendan 
antes que a todos las demas 
cuando hay terremotos, 
cuando hay huracanes, 
y cuando hay inundaciones. 
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I 

■i ’ Muchos ninos y ninas trabajamos 

y ayudamos a nuestras familias 
a ganar un poco de dinero. 

| Pero nos deben dar solo el trabajo que podamos hacer para 

que asi tambien tengamos tiempo' para jugar y estudiar. 





— - F 

Hay leyes que nos protegen. 

El gobierno debe dar a conocer nuestros derechos 
a las familias, a los patronos y a las instituciones 
para que entre todos se construya el ambiente 
que necesitamos los ninos y las ninas. 




„ . Ninos y ninas tenemos derecho a participar 

en la escuela, 
en la comunidad 
y durante los juegos. 




T 



Tenemos derecho a conocer y practicar los valores 
y la cultura de nuestros padres. 






■j 

J 



Tenemos derecho a vivir en paz: 
queremos un pueblo 
donde no haya discriminacion, 
donde no hayan guerras, 
donde no haya pobreza, 
donde no haya ignorancia. 






Debemos respetar a nuestros padres y 
saludarles todos los dias. 






Debemos resp©tor o nuestros abuelos 
y a nuestros hermanos. 





Finalmente, tenemos la obligacion de ayudar 
para que Guatemala viva en paz. 



V. Students will view teacher-generated slides from Guatemala 
and discuss such topics as daily life, housing, education, 
subsistence farming, religion, markets, textiles, and language. 

VI. Students will listen to part of a tape of one of the twenty- 
one Maya languages just to get a feel for the sound of if. 

The tape is titled “Junp’iit Maaya” ( “A Little Bit of Maya”), 
and it includes the alphabet, common phrases, and a few songs, 
(copy of accompanying booklet attached) 

They will also have the opportunity to see and compare the 
Spanish version and the Kaqchikel version of a children’s story 
called “Ixkab, the Little Girl who Reached the Stars and 
Happiness.” 



JUHPUTMMU 

A Little Bit of Mata 



This audio and accompanying written text 
for beginners of the Yucatec Maya language 
was produced, copyrighted 
and made available 
(with funds provided by the 
United States Department of Education) 
by 

The Outreach Office of 
The Duke-University of North Carolina 
Program in Latin American Studies 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
1995 
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PREFACE 



Jun P'iit Maaya - A little bit of Maya has been an ongoing project of the Outreach 
Office of the Duke-University of North Carolina Program in Latin American Studies for over 
two years. It was created because of an actual demand on the part of that large public 
engaged in all things Mayan. Many students, and community members, who are not able 
to take the Duke-UNC Program's Summer Intensive Introductory Course in Yucatec Maya 
nor able to enroll in a Maya language course in a nearby college or university, call our 
offices asking for a beginner's language tape. These people travel to the Yucatan 
peninsula, entertain Maya visitors in their US communities, or just want to know what Maya 
sounds like. This tape is for those and others who may find that "a little bit of Maya" takes 
them a long way or who, perhaps fascinated by the language, decide to pursue it further. 

I would like to thank everyone who worked hard at various stages of this project. 
First of all my thanks to the four "voices" - Barbara MacLeod, Refugio Vermont Salas, 
Gretchen Whalen and Robert Howren who spent hours helping to write the material used 
and more hours inside a studio recording it. Thanks to Miguel Guemez for editing the 
material and checking and rechecking the Maya, to Todd Marshall for typing the text, to 
Silvia Gonzalez for her layout and design and to Jerry Markatos for his endless hours of 
recording, editing, and looking for the perfect nuances to make this educational cassette 
the best we could collectively produce. 



Sharon S. Mujica 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
September, 1995 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



MAYA ALPHABET 



The alphabet used in this text is as follows: 



CONSONANTS: 

Uncilottalized : 

b 

ch 

j 



m 

n 

P 

s 

t 

ts 

w 

X 

y 



Glottalized : 

ch' 

k' 



P’ 

t' 

ts' 








(d, f, g, and r are borrowed from Spanish, in other words, we use these 
consonants to write Spanish words introduced into Maya). 



VOWELS: 



V (Neutral) 


a 


e i 


0 


u 


V' (Glottalized) 


a' 


e' i' 


o' 


u' 


W (High long) 


aa 


ee fi 


00 


uu 


W (Low long) 


aa 


ee ii 


00 


uu 


V'V (Rearticulated) 


a'a 


e'e i'i 


o'o 


u'u 



The following are some expressions and words which will be useful to 
students and travelers to the Yucatan Peninsula and Belize. (The Maya 
expression will be given .first, then the English, then the Maya again.) 






a 



1 . Bix a beel? 

How are you? 

2. Cheen beya’ II chan ma'alob II tooj in wool. 

So-so // okay // I'm feeling good. 

3. Bix a k’aaba'? 

What's your name? 

4. Tene' Refugio in k'aaba’. 

As for me, my name is Refugio. 

5. Kux teech? 

And you? 

6. Jach ki’imak in wool in wilikech. 

I'm very happy to see you. 

7. Beyxan teen. 

Me too. 

8. Ba'ax ka beetik? 

What are you doing? 

9. Cheen taan in xook II p'o' II janal II p&ak II je'elel. 

I'm just reading // washing // eating // weeding // resting. 

1 0. Tu'ux a taai II tu'ux a kaajal? Ijj 

Where do you come from? // Where is your hometown? U 

1 1 . Tene' Jo' in taal II Tene* Jo* in kaajal. 

As for me, I'm from M&rida // As for me, MSrida is my hometown. 














12. Naach wa Jo' waye'? 

Is Merida far from here? 
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n 

n 

n 




£t 



r 



i 



p 

a 




I 



L 

I er|c 



13. Ma’ seen naachi' II chan naach. 

A/of ve/y far //quite far. 

14 Tu’ux yaan junp'eel restaurant? 

! Where is a restaurant? 

i 

I 15. Bix u ya'ala'al casa ich Maya? 

j How is "house" said in Maya? 

i . . 

i 

J 16. Tu’ux ka bin? 

j Where are you going? 

j 

17. Taan in bin xiinbal // maan II k'iiwik // tin wotoch. 

I'm going walking // shopping // to the square //to my house. 

j 

j 18. Bix u k'aaba’ le maako'? 

What is that person 's name ? 

j 

I 19. Leio' Juan u k'aaba'. 

; His name is Juan. 

20. Ko'ox janal // uk'ul II meyaj II baaxal II ook'ot // Yucatan. 

Let's eat // have breakfast // work // play // dance // go to Yucatan. 

j 21 . Ko'oten waye' Julio. 

i Come here, Julio. 

22. Jayp'eel ja'ab yaan tech? 

| How old are you? 

23. Tene* 20 ja'ab yaan ten. 

Me, I'm 20 years old. 

24. Ts'£aten junp'iit ja' II janal II ts'aak II uk'ul II sa'. 

| Give me a little water // food // medicine // to drink (or breakfast) // atole. 
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These represent translations in the Naya of the names of modern or introduced 
inventions. They are not in wide usage except as humorous expressions. 

tsiimin k'aak' 

(horse) (fire) 



locomotive 


literally 


“fire-horse 0 


kiis buuts’ 
(fart) (smoke) 
automobile 


literally 


°smoke-fart° 


balak' t'iinchak ook 

bicycle 


literally 


"roll, kick, pedal" 


xt'in k’aanil paax 

guitar 


literally 


"stretched-string instrument" 


u nu'ukul ch'a' oochel 
camera 


literally 


"instrument for taking images 


naachil e'esaj oochel 

television 


literally 


“faraway display of images" 



T0H6UE TWISTERS 



Ts’o’ok wa a ts'aik u ts’ook u ts'aak le ts'uulo'? 

Have you given the master his last medicine? 

J xiik ts'onta’ab u sak bak'el u tseem ch'oom yook'l u igleesiail Dzan. 

The vulture was shot in the chest over the church of Dzan. 
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These prophecies are part of the Maya oral tradition and have been passed 
down through many generations. 



Ba'ax kun uuchul ti' u 
kaajil Maayapaan? 

Le jajal k'uj ku taal te' ka’ano’ 
cheen tu yo'lal k'eban bin t’aanak. 
Cheen k'eban ken u ka'ansej. 

Jach k'asa'an wiinik u ajk'atuno'ob. 
Jach k'asa'an u ajts’its’ik peek’o'ob. 



What is going to happen to Maya pan? 

That true God who comes from heaven 
only about sins he will speak. 

He will only teach about sin. 

His warriors are very bad people. 

His mean dogs are very bad. 



Nu'ukbesabae'ex a muk'yajte'ex u 
kuuchil ootsilil, ku taal ta kaajale'ex. 
Tumen le k'atuna’ u k'atunil ootsilil. 
U k'atunil ba'ate'el yeetel k'aas. 



Be prepared to suffer that 
poverty which comes to your town. 
Because this next twenty year period, 
it will be twenty years of poverty. 
Twenty years of fighting evil. 



There will be a day when you will be 
able to hear somebody speaking even 
though he's thousands of miles away.' 
You'll be pleasantly sitting in your house 
hearing him speak but you won't be 
able 

to see him because he is far away. 




Biin k'uchuk u k'iinil u yu'uba'al u t'aan 
juntuul maak kex tu piktanil naachil yaan. 
Teche' ki' kulukbalech ta wotoch taan 
a wu'uyik u t'aan ba'ale' ma' taan 
u paajtal a wilik tumen jach naach yaan. 



O 
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! 1 . 
2 . 

3 . 

4 . 



6 . 

7 . 

8 . 
9 . 



10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13 . 




Ola Barbara. 

Hi, Barbara. 

Ola Refugio, ki'imak in wool in wilikech. 

Hello Refugio, I'm happy to see you. 

Beyxan teen. Tu'ux ka cheen bin? 

Me too. Where are you going? 

Taan in bin xiimbal. 

I'm going walking. 

Tene' taan in bin ts'a xook. 

As for me, I'm going to teach. 

Taan a bin ts'a xook? Ba'ax ka ka'ansik? 

You are going to teach? What do you teach? 

Maaya kin ka'ansik. 

I teach Maya. 

A wojel wa tu'ux ku ko'onol iipilo'ob ye'etel p'ook? 

Do you know where huipiles and hats are sold? 

Ma' in jach ojeli'. Ba'ale', in tuklike' te' tu noj naj'il ku koonolo'ob 
yani'. 

I don't really know. The thing is, I think they're at that big store; they might 
have them. 

Uuchak wa a tsolik ten bix je'el u paajtal in bine'e'? 

Could you explain to me how I can go there. 

Je'ele'. Ya'ab wa ken a mani'? 

Sure r Will you buy many of them? 



Ma' jach ya'abi'. Kex ooxp'eel. 

Not very many. About three. 

Utia'al a buukint wa teech? 
Are they for you? 
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14. 



15 . 

16 . 

17 . 

18 . 
19 . 



20 . 

21 . 

22 . 

23 . 

24 . 

25 . 

26 . 



Junp’eele' intia’al teen. Junp’eele' utia'al in kiik y§etel junp'6ele' 
utia'al u kiik u yiicham. 

One is for me. One is for my sister and one is for her husband's sister. 

Kux tuun p'ook? 

How about hats then? 

Lelo' miin ch6en junp'6el ken in mani 1 . 

I think I'll just buy one of them. 

Je'elo' ma'alob. Xeen te' juntoja'. 

O.K. then. Go this way straight ahead. 

Jach juntoj kin bin? 

I just go straight ahead? 

Le ken k'uchukech te' tu'ux ku tu'uxta'al ts'iibbii ju'uno', ka tse'elel ta 
xno'oj. 

When you arrive there at the post office, you turn to your right. 

Naach wa te 1 tu'ux ku tu'uxta'al ts'iibbii ju'uno 1 ? 

Is it far from the post office ? 

Ma' naachi. Le ken k'uchukectie', chika'an. 

Not far. When you arrive there, you will see it. 

Wa bixe', kin k'&atik ti' wa ma'ax te'elo'. 

In case, I'll ask somebody there. 

Lelo' beyxan, pero in tuklike' ma' tctan a sa'atai. 

Oh yes, but I think you wont get lost. 

Ma'alob tuun Refugio. Dios bo'otik teech. 

Fine then, Refugio. Thank you. 

Mixba'al Barbara, ka xi'ik tech utsil. 

You're welcome, Barbara. Good luck to you. 

Beyxan teech. 

To you also. 





End of Side I 
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HERE ARE SOME USEFUL WORDS: 



PARTS OF THE BODY: COLORS: 



pool, jo’ol 


head 


sak 


white 


u tso’otsel pool 


hair (of the head) 


chak 


red . 


chi’ 


mouth 


boox, eek'* 


black 


ni’ 


nose 


k'aank'an 


yellow 


k'ab 


hand or arm 


ya'ax 


green 


pu'uch 


back 


ch'ooj 


blue 


ook 


foot 






ich 


eye or face 


*boox is the modem 


i word for 


in wich 


my eye or my face 


"black." eek' is archaic for "black, 


piix 


knee 


but its modem meaning is "dark," 


xikin 


ear 


or "dirty." 





c 


d 


ANIMALS: 


FAMILY: 



kaax 


chicken 


chi ich 


grandmother 


feel 


rooster 


suku'un 


older brother 


miis 


cat 


iits'in 


younger sibling 


peek' 


dog 


kiik 


older sister 


tsiimin 


horse 


aabil 


grandchild 


wakax 


cow 


ilib 


daughter in law 


k'eek'en 


pig 


ja'an 


son in law 


uulum 


turkey 


paal 


child 


t'u'ul 


rabbit 


chaanpal 

chaanbal 

xch'uup 

xch'uupal 

xlook'bayan 

ko’olel 

xiib 


baby 

baby 

female 

girl, unmarried woman 
older girl, young woman 


// 


... 


wuifian, mameu wornan 

male 






xi'ipal 


boy 






taankelem 


young boy, young man, 

teenager 

man, person of either 






maak 








gender (people) 






wiinik 


man or person 



y 




* • 
in 
CJ 
in 

n 



Q. 

CJ 

k. 

o 

E 

CJ 

E 

o 

in 

CJ 

k. 

cD 

a; 

k. 

a; 

X 





dj 


xz 


-c 

o 




.o 


u 


3 




. £ 


5 


E 


«' § 


1 * 


c 

3 

CO 


b 

£ 


=> a 

c o 


o 

<o a) 

3 ^ 


3 

c 

0) 

0) 

CO 


1 


2 D> 

— s 


0) $ 
o 

CD .CD 


QJ 

52 


4d "c 


c ?* 


~<0 

3 


3 

O 


1 1 
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© -C 


& 

X 


o 




CO K 


m 


O 




Csi 


CO 





c^. 

CO 

c: 

CD 

C 

CD 

-Q 
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1. Ola xunaan. 

Hello lady. 

2. Ola, bix a beel? 

Hello, how are you? 

3. Cheen beya\ kux teech? 

So so, and you? 

4. Beyxan teen. Bix a k'aaba'? 
Me, too. What’s your name? 

5. Tene’ Refugio in k'aaba', kux 

teech? 

As forme, my name is Refugio, 
and you? 

6. Tene' Barbara in k'aaba'. 

As forme, Barbara is my name. 

7. Jach ki'imak in w6ol in 
k'ajooltikech. 

I'm very happy to know you. 

8. Beyxan teen. Tu'ux ka bin? 

Me too. Where are you going? 

9. Taan in bin jmaan. 

I'm going shopping. 

10. Beyxan teen. Tin bin jmaan. 
Me too. I'm going shopping'. 

1 1 . Yaan in manik ja'as, ch'ujuk 
pak'aal, chakalja'as yeetel 
junp'eel oon. 

I have to buy bananas, sweet 
oranges, mamey and an 

avocado. 



12. Tene' k'ab6et ten p'aak, bu'ul, 
k'uum, iik, yeetel ixi'im. 

As for me, I need tomatoes, 
beans, squash, chile and com. 

13. Bajux a tuklik le ba'ax k'abeet 
in maniko'? 

How much do you think it would 
cost, what I need to buy? 

14. Ma' seen ko'oji'. Kex $20.00 
tuumben pesos wale'. 

Not very expensive. Around 20 
new pesos perhaps. 

15. Teche' maas chan ya'ab ba'al 
ken a manej? 

As for you, will you buy a few 
more things? 

16. Chan ya'ab, ba'ale' ma' jach 
ko'oj xa. 

A few more, the thing is not very 

expensive. 

17. Tu'ux a taal teech, Barbara? 
Where are you from, Barbara? 

18. Tene' Estados Unidos in taal. 
As forme, I'm from the United 
States. 

19. Ma'alob tuun p&a'tik in bin. Ka 
xi'ik tech utsil. 

Well then I guess I'll go. Good 
luck to you. 

20. Beyxan teech. Tu laak' k'iin. 

To you also. Until another day. 

21. Tak tu laak' k'iin. 

Until another day. 
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The names of the towns in Yucatan are related with the history of each 
place, and they are very descriptive. Here we have some of them: 



o 


Jo*: 


Five, the Maya name of Merida. 


© 


Tixkokob: 


Place of snakes called xk'dok'ob. verv common 
in Yucatan; nonpoisonous 


© 


Dzilbilchaltun: 


Written-on rock. 


o 


Chichen Itza: 


The edge of the well of the Itza. 


© 


Uxmal: 


Ooxmaal, three times. 


0 


Tekax: 


Into the jungle. 


O 


Saki': 


The white falcon (Maya name of Valladolid) 


0 


Acanceh: 


Moaning deer. 


0 


Oxkutzcab: 


Three, tobacco plant, and honey. 


<E) 


Tzucacab: 


A portion of good soil. 
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Mayabi! Ajxfimbal - El Caminante del Mayab 

These lyrics are the inspiration of Antonio Mediz Bolio and the music of one 
of the greatest guitar players of the Trova Yucateca, Guty Cardenas (Augusto 
Cardenas Pinelo). 

Lyrics: Antonio Mediz Bolio 
Music: Guty CArdenas Pinelo 
Trans.: Refugio Vermont Salas 

Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal 
Ka bin ti' le bejo’obo' 

A'al ten wa ta wilaj 
U chikpajal... 

Bey junp'Ael sasak muuyal 
Jtaale' ka jka'a binij 
WAxan ta wu'uy junp'Ael k'aay 
Je'ebix u k'aay ko'olel. 

Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal 
Te' ydok'ol xan in beelo' 

Sak muuyal tin wilaj 
Tin wu'uyaj xan le k'aayo' 

Juntuul ootsil maaken. 

Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal. 



Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal 
Ka bin ti' le bejo'obo' 

Ti' le uuchben bejo'obo' 

U bejii Mayab... 

Chuunk'in ka wilik u k'Aak'il 
U xiik* juntuul Xtakay 
Ka wilik yeetel Aak*ab, 

U I6ets'bal yich Xkdokay. 

Yuum Ajxiinbal, Yuum Ajxiinbal 
Ka wu'uyik ok'om k'aay 
U k'aay chan ch'ooj Tsuutsuy 
Ka wu'uyik yel u yawat 
Juntuul Pu'ujuy. 

t # j> & 
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Kin wa'alik ti' tech 


- Te vengo a decir 


This song is a translation in Maya of the song "Te Yengo a Decir," "I'm coming 
to Tell You" in Spanish. It is sung in the evangelical churches of Spanish 
speaking countries. 


Kin wa'alik ti' tech 
Kin wa'alik ti' tech 
Kili'ich ajlojil 
Jach in yaamaech 
Jach in yaamaech 
Tu jaajil in w6ol. 




Tene' tak in k'aay 
Tene' tak in k'aay 
Tyoo'lal ki' 6olal 
Tak xan in wok'ol 
Tak xan in wok'ol 
Tydo'lal ki'imak ool. 


Kin wa'alik ti' tech 
Kin wa'alik ti' tech 
Jach u jaajilil 
In yaamaech yuntsil 
In yaamaech yuntsil 
Tu jaajil in w6ol. 




Kin wa'alik ti' tech 
Kin wa'alik ti' tech 
Jach u jaajilil 
In yaamaech yuntsil 
In yaamaech yuntsil 
Tu jaajil in wool 


J> ft ft 


• 


ft 






ft 
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Ootsil 1 chichan ch'iich' - 


The Poor Little Bird 


This song speaks about a little bird who wants to get married but he was very poor 


and when he said this, different kinds of animals came to help him. The little fish 


that was at the edge of the ocean answered that he would give him money for the 


wedding. The cow that was in the field said he would give the bread or the cake. 


The caterpillar on the leaf of the plant would make a dress. The cardinal that was in 


a branch of the ramon tree answered that he would give the ornament for the 


bride's hair. The armadillo, who was under the ground, told him that he would give 


the music. 




Ootsil chichan ch'iich' 


Ootsil chichan ch'iich' 


U k’aat ts'o'ok(o)l u beel 


U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)l u beel 


Ba’aie’ ba’ax u'usik 


Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik 


Mina’an u taak’nil 


Mina'an u siintail 


Ku nuukik chan kay 


Ku nuukik xchak ts'iits'ib 


Yanil tu jaal ja' 


Tuchlik tu k'ab 6ox 


Uuchuk ts'o'okol beel 


Uuchuk ts'o'okol beel 


Teen ts'&ik u taak'nii* 


Teen ts'dik u siintail 


Ootsil chichan ch'iich' 


Ootsil chichan ch'iich' 


U k’aat ts'o'ok(o)! u beel 


U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)l u beel 


Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik 


Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik 


Mina'an u waajil 


Mina'an u paaxil 


Ku nuukik xnuk wakax 


Ku nuukik chan weech 


Xaklik ti' chak'an 


Yanil y4anal lu'um 


Uuchuk ts'o'okol beel 


Uuchuk ts'o'okol beel 


Teen ts'&ik u waajil 


Teen ts'aik u paaxil 


Ootsil chichan ch'iich' 


Ootsil chichan ch'iich' 


U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)l u beel 


U k'aat ts'o'ok(o)l u beel 


Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik 


Ba'ale' ba'ax u'usik 


Mina'an u nook'll 


Jach mixba'al yaan ti' 


Ku nuukik chan xnook'ol 


Ku nuukik ba'alche'o'ob 


Tak'lik tu le' xiiw 


Yaanil ti' y&ax k'aax 


Uuchuk ts'o'okol beel 


To'one' ki'imak k ool 


Teen ts'aik u nook'il. 


To'on ts'&ik tul&akal. 



VII. Students will read and discuss two poems by Humberto 
Ak’abal, an indigenous Guatemalan poet. The two poems are 
“And Nobody Sees Us” and “The Mecapal ” 



YNADIENOSVE 

La llama de nuestra sangre arde, 
inapagable 

a pesar del viento de los siglos. 

Callados, 
canto ahogado, 
miseria con alma, 
tristeza acorralada. 



AND NOBODY SEES US 

The flame of our blood burns 
inextinguishable 

in spite of the wind of centuries. 

We do not speak, 

our songs caught in our throats, 

misery with spirit, 

sadness inside fences. 



jAy, quiero llorar a gritos! 



Ay, I want to cry screaming! 



Las tierras que nos dejan 
son las laderas, 
las pendientes: 
los aguaceros poco a poco las 
y las arrastran a las planadas 
que ya no son de nosotros. 



The lands they leave for us 
are the mountain slopes, 
the steep hills: 

little by little the rains wash them 
and drag them to the valleys 
that are no longer ours. 



Aqui estamos 

parados a la orilla de los caminos 
con la mirada rota por una lagrima... 

Y nadie nos ve. 



Here we are 

standing on roadsides 

with our sight broken by a tear. . . 

And nobody sees us. 
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“And Nobody Sees Us” 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the effect of using the terms “flame” and “blood” in 
the first line? 

2. Explain “We do not speak . . “ Why not? 

3. What reality about the Maya’s land does Ak’abal refer to? 

4. What is the effect of the last line? 



El Mecapal 



Para 
nosotros 
los indios 



el cielo termina 
donde comienza 
el mecapal. 



The Mecapal 

For 

us 

indians 



the sky ends 
where the headstrap 
begins. 



1. What is a mecapal ? 

2. For what is it used? 

3. What does it symbolize in this poem? 

4. What is the double meaning of cielo in the Spanish 



version? How does that add to the poignancy of the poem? 

5. These poems were originally written in the Maya language of 
K’iche’. Compare the Spanish and the English versions of 
the poems. How do they differ? Why isn’t the English 
version a word-for-word translation? 



Sources 



Ak’abal, Humberto, Poems I Brought Down from the Mountain. 
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Derechos . Universidad Rafael Landivar, 1999. 
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“Junp’iit Maya (A Little Bit of Maya),” an educational cassette 
tape, Outreach Office, Duke-University of North Carolina, 
1995. 

Lima. Ricardo. Ixkab. la Nifia que Alcanzd las Estrellas v la 
Felicidad. Spanish and Kaqchikel Versions, Universidad 
Rafael Landivar, 1993. 
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Tourism and the Guatemalan Tourist Commission. 
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